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About:

I Wish You Would Call Me More Often is a screening of Bolivian 
contemporary art. The screening presents five works by Bolivian 
artists and gives a glimpse into the Bolivian contemporary art scene.

Participating artists:
José Ballivián 
Iván Cáceres
Aldair Indra
Aldahir Montaño Flores
Serena Liliana Vargas

The exhibition is arranged by Vicente Mollestad,
receiver of Skien Kommunes kunstnerstipend, 2021.

Supported by Skien Kommune.

On view from the 24.02 - 6.03.
Opening hours are Tuesday - Sunday, 12.00 - 16.00.



José Ballivián (b.1978)
Jose works with a myriad of mediums and techniques ranging 
from drawing to video and sculptures. His work is characterized 
by the depiction of Bolivian Chojcho aesthetic, an andean-west-
ern socio-cultural hybrid phenomena. His practice is influenced 
by his experiences in marginalized spaces in the outskirts of La 
Paz and their visual world is a part of his work up until today. 
Jose represented Bolivia at the 2017 edition of the Venice 
Biennale and has also worked in the field of curating. He lives 
and works in La Paz, Bolivia. 

Iván Cáceres (b.1976)
Iván explores the subconscious through worlds saturated with 
psychological irrealities based on dreams without a narrative 
context, and presents them through multiple audiovisual for-
mats. In them, he introduces  an array of scenes, situations and 
characters all surrounded by Bolivian cityscapes as well as an 
apocalyptic nature. 
Trained as an architect at Universidad Mayor de San Andrés, 
Iván has exhibited since 1998 both nationally and internationally. 
Having started at a point where contemporary art was far from 
established in Bolivia, his body of work makes him a frontrunner 
for younger bolivian artists today. Iván lives and works in El Alto 
and La Paz, Bolivia.

Aldair Indra (b.1989)
Indra’s work is positioned in the meeting point between science 
and spirituality, often taking the shape of on-site interventions 
and actions as ways of reinventing evidence and testimonies of 
collective and personal memory.
This includes investigating the history between western civilization 
and the indigenous worlds, taking in their different perspectives 
and ways of forming history. Indra has a background in design, 
video and animation in addition to art and sociology. Besides 
undertaking several residencies, her work has been shown 
extensively in Bolivia and South America. Indra lives and 
works in La Paz, Bolivia.

LIST OF ARTISTS:



LIST OF ARTISTS:

Aldahir Montaño Flores (b.1996)
Aldahir is one of the most notable artists from a young generation 
of artists now emerging out of Santa Cruz. His works span across 
many visual fields like fashion and design with a strong aesthetic 
sense. Regardless of the medium he approaches, Aldahir tends 
to stage visuals that humorously poke at the political, leaving his 
work open for both interpretation and misunderstanding.
His production of work has reached beyond the small world of 
contemporary art in Bolivia. In addition to various exhibitions in 
Bolivia, he has also had his work published in various fashion 
magazines like Vogue Mexico. Aldahir lives and works in Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia.

Serena Liliana Vargas (b.1990)
Serena works with a brutal intimacy through performance and 
video works, often drawing from her own personal background 
and position as she investigates intimate spheres of motherhood, 
trauma and politics.
Through this lens she questions the female and male roles in the 
Bolivian society, utilizing her own body as an instrument, putting 
herself in situations of fragility and powerlessness in meeting with 
objects and people. Her work is widely recognized in Bolivia and 
last year she exhibited at the National Museum of Art. Serena 
lives and works in Cochabamba, Bolivia. 



Leave to Soak 
Dejar en Remojo

Duration: 00:01:56
Year: 2022
Artist: Aldahir Montaño Flores

History constructs us within a limited spectrum of identities held 
in molds of flesh and bone. Aldahir’s artistic practice seeks to 
wear down these placements, which inhabit our lives by default. 
This piece is a call for the imagination of new symbols, discours-
es, aesthetics, and actions that question the established limits, 
promoting the awakening of a political body.

Procession
Procesión

Duration: 00:03:20
Año: 2015
Artist: José Ballivián 

This piece shows a mother carrying the lifeless body of her son 
on top of a car. The mother is a spirit who departed from this 
world when her son was a child. Now she appears in the world 
of the dead to carry her son’s body after he died of alcoholism. 
Mother and son meet again  in a procession that will take them 
to more hopeful worlds. 

Bathe in Milk
Bañate con Leche

Duration: 00:02:23
Year: 2010
Artist: Serena Liliana Vargas

During my childhood, my classmates didn’t want to play with me, 
they said: Bathe in milk, you’re gonna look prettier with white skin.
What’s a white body? White bodies are those that reflect the light 
that hits their surface, not absorbing the incident radiation. How 
can a white body be seen in a white space if it’s absorbed by the 
atemporal and infinite capacity of its environment?
And if the body in a white state disappears, how can it reappear?
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To understand linear silence, the soul requires
seeing something that is silent 
Para comprender el silencio lineal el alma requiere ver algo que calle 
 
Duration: 00:06:13 
Year: 2021
Artist: Iván Cáceres

“... As their chaos falls, they slide  without counterweights. Both 
paths, out of the blue, are carried away. The undulating restless-
ness of the forms exhales with the wind in its counterbalanc-
ing tension. The placid lines seem to merge in a singular way, 
corrupting the fall, so that the slopes open their arms accepting 
the matter for an instant. Only when the sky and the mountain 
are clean and accept the matter of another time, do they point 
towards a world that seems to belong to an order different from 
the Earth’s. Time itself, the highest and the deepest, builds roots 
like an ocean of silence. To understand linear silence, the soul 
requires seeing something that is silent.”

Spectrum of Mars
Espectro de Marte

Duration: 00:09:44
Year: 2019-2022
Artist: Aldair Indra 

The video recounts an interstellar journey between astronomical 
science and the Andean cosmovision. The montage overlays  
Western and Andean approaches to astronomy through a 
mixture of footage of the rover, Curiosity, landing on Martian 
terrain and views of the Antofagasta Desert, known as a 
ground research base due to its geological resemblance. It 
presents scientific problems of spatial conquest as a sample 
of the human drive for colonization.


